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Literary devices are specific techniques that allow a writer to convey a deeper meaning that goes
beyond what’s on the page. Literary devices highlight important concepts in a text, strengthen the
narrative, and help readers connect to the characters and themes.

PERSONIFICATION

Personification is a literary device that uses the non-literal use
of language to convey concepts in a relatable way. Writers use
personification to give human characteristics, such as
emotions and behaviors, to non-human things, animals, and
ideas.
Example: The wind howled at the trees.

Descriptions of the characters’
physical appearances,
personalities, actions, interactions,
traits, and dialogue.

The repetition of the first sounds in words that are
fairly close together. Commonly used in Poetry.

When a word describes
a sound and actually
mimics the sound of the
object or action it refers
to when
it is spoken.

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

A character, object, or
occurrence, which predicts future
narrative events. Clues that hint
at how the story will end.

A transition in a story to an
earlier event or scene. A moment
where the author or any character in
the story remembers past events.

Metaphors and similes are both figures of speech
used to make a comparison. A metaphor directly
compares one thing to another while a simile
uses "like" or "as" to make the comparison.

An exaggeration of ideas
for the sake of emphasis.

Example:
Dinner
cost one
million
dollars!

Metaphor: Time is money.
Simile: Sweet as honey.

Imagery is when an author
describes a scene, thing, or idea
so that it appeals to our senses
(taste, smell, sight, touch, or
hearing).

Where characters speak
to one another; in a
dramatic or literary work,
usually between two or
more speakers.

The use of symbols to signify ideas and
qualities, by giving them symbolic
meanings that are different from their
literal sense.
Irony is when a statement is used to
express an opposite meaning than the
one literally expressed by it. There are
three types of irony in literature:

Where the audience or reader is
aware of something important, of
which the characters in the story are
not aware.

When something happens that's the
opposite of what was expected or
intended to happen.

When someone says
something but means
the opposite.

